The Unique Characteristic of the Second Radical - 
LKJi tfp - of the Three Letter Arabic Verb 



Arabic verbs are generally composed of three letters. The scholars of the Arabic grammar call these letters 
as “THREE RADICALS Verbs composed of three radicals are called J«*3. 

The verb (he did) has been adopted by the scholars of Arabic grammar as the NORM ( Pattern, 

„ i > 

Model, Archetype, Standard or Ojj ) for the Jaa!' . The letter “L3” represents the first radical, 

the second radical and “ J” the third radical. 

(he wrote); here is the first radical or ‘WiSJ' s-li , 

CJ is the second radical or and 

*-J is the third radical or ft. 

Now the important fact is that in all the three letter verbs in their root form, which is the past tense 

J" 11 ) . 

The first radical - rli , is always Fatah . 

The second radical - , may have any of the three vowel signs: Fatah, Kasrah or Dummah. 

The third radical - jUl£)l , is again always Fatah. 

, for instance, has Fatah on the second radical, £■«-*'> has a Kasrah and *-J ~ has a Dummah. 

On the first and third radicals ( i j s-li ) the above verbs have Fatah. 



s 0 / Jl o 

Now the same characteristic of the second radical - - of the past tense - - will be 

Ji Ji Ji ^ 

observed when the three letter verb is put in the present tense - ^ jLaI' Jkfli' . That is to say that in the 

Jl Jl o s JJ 0 

JiflJ' - present tense - the second radical - - may have a Fatah, Kasrah or Dummah. 

In other words, one can say that in the three letter verbs “ all the action takes place on the second radical 
j+Z ”, This is very nicely and beautifully explained in the following verses. 
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What is This Riddle in the Form of a Poem? 
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